
 

Animals are God’s creatures, to be cared for, 

honored and respected. Pets are non-

judgmental, confidential, accepting 

companions who reduce loneliness and raise 

our mood. Animal welfare issues range from 

helping pets without homes, supporting 

owners to keep their pets and raising 

awareness for animal rights.  

Explore these questions to find out what the students 

already know and to share impressions. Take time to 

explore these questions over several meetings. 

Facts and Words to Know about Animals 

We love pets in the USA! In 2016, approximately 

78 million dogs and 85.8 million cats were owned. 

In Los Angeles in 2019 alone, 7192 pets belonged 

to owners who were unhoused. 

In 2016 approximately 3.2 million shelter animals 

were adopted, but 1.5 million shelter animals were 

euthanized.  

In 2018, 33 million cattle, 9 billion chickens and 

124 million pigs were slaughtered in the USA for 

food purposes. 

Words to learn: 

• Humane 

• No-kill 

• Working animal 

• Human-animal bond 

Let’s Learn Step Up and Speak Out!  

Module 1 – Stand Up for Pet and Animal Welfare 

Experience the importance of animals in our 
lives: 

Research local animal shelters to find out what kind 
of interactive experiences are offered – tours, 
playtimes; walks. Participate and see what you 
learn. 

Arrange a visit to a parishioner whose pet plays a 
support role in their lives. For example, someone 
who is older, handicapped or ill.  

Arrange to visit a veterinarian. 

Contact a local high school, college or university 
with an agriculture program and request a tour. 
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What’s the issue? 

What do we already know? 

• Do you have a pet? Tell us about your pet. 

• Do you know someone who has a pet? 

• Why are pets important to you or to others? 

• What other ways are animals involved in our lives? 
(food source, working animals; police K-9s, therapy) 

• How should working animals be treated? 

• What are our responsibilities to animals that are our 
food source? 

• What should you do if your pet gets sick or old? 

• Spay / Neuter 

• Veterinarian 



 

Make pet treats to take to an 

animal shelter or to give to pet 

owners in your church. 

Collect old towels for 

your local pet shelter. 

Found a Pet Food Bank at your 

church. Package bulk food into 1-

gallon Ziploc bags and hand out 

once a month. 

Your shopping habits 
can make a 
difference. Buy dairy 
and eggs directly from 
a farmer’s market. Ask 
the farmers how their 
animals are raised 
and if you can visit the 
farm. 

Some cases of animal 
neglect are due to the 
owner’s lack of education. 
Invite a veterinarian to speak 
about needs of pets. 

Resources on Pet Welfare 

American Society for the 

Prevention of Cruelty to 

Animals: www.aspca.org  

www.treehugger.com 

Your local animal shelter 

Palsnpets.org – videos such 

as “Dogs over Drugs” 
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When someone needs our help, 

we use both of our feet to be 

love in action. The charity step 

is to help with immediate needs 

(attention, food, medication), 

the justice step is to find the 

root of the problem and work to 

make change. 

What are the 2 Feet of Love in Action?  

Ideas for Charity 

Ideas for Justice 

Help pets find their 

Forever Home. 

Create posters for a 

shelter with photos 

and descriptions of 

pets waiting for 

adoption. 

 

Make homemade pet 

toys for your local pet 

shelter. Find project 

ideas online. 

 

Learn the meaning of 
food certification 
logos on packages to 
inform your shopping 
decisions. 

Host a pet adoption event at 
your church to help shelter 
animals be placed in their 
Forever Home. 

http://www.aspca.org/
http://www.treehugger.com/


   

What’s next?  

You can Dig Deeper or Lighten it Up! 

Study the costs of becoming a pet owner. How much 

does food, vet visits, spaying and medication cost? 

Research methods of food production. Where is milk, 

eggs, beef and poultry produced? How is it produced? 

Are there alternative types of food production? 

 

 

Create artwork or games on the 

sidewalk with chalk or sidewalk 

paint! 

You know those posters for lost 

cats and dogs? Make a “Going 

Extinct” poster for an at-risk animal 

and describe the dangers it faces 

and why it should be saved. 

Watch the Incredible 

Journey or another movie 

starring animals. 
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Lighten It UP! 

Faith Connections 

Think of a Bible story or 

verse which goes with 

this issue. 

Discuss the meaning of 

the GFS motto “Bear Ye 

One Another’s Burdens” 

What is different about a 

Christian’s approach to 

social justice? 

Look up Hunter 

Mitchell, Rhino 

Conservationist, 

on YouTube. 


