GFS
Diocese of Los Angeles
Branch: _________________________
GFS Branch Registration Form
Today’s date______________
Name: _____________________________________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
Birth date: __________________________________________________________________________
Grade in school:____________________________________________________________________
Name of school attending:__________________________________________________________
Parent name(s): ____________________________________________________________________
Telephone(s): ______________________________________________________________________
Email address: ______________________________________________________________________
Parish: _____________________________________________________________________________
Baptized? ______
Please list:
Special Medical Requirements ______________________________________________________
Allergies ___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
Who is authorized to pick up this child? ______________________________________________
Who is NOT authorized to pick up this child? __________________________________________
List interests, hobbies and activities: __________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
Please list any activities or topics you would like included in the program:
___________________________________________________________________________________
Parents: Please note any skills, work or travel experience that might be a resource for
the GFS program. __________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
Thank you for taking the time and effort to complete this form.
Please return it to your GFS branch leader.
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This form is
required for use of
photos for publicity
of GFS activities

Girls’ Friendly Society/Diocese of Los Angeles
183 E .Bay Street
Costa Mesa, CA 92627

Release Form
Girls Friendly Society/Los Angeles (GFS/LA) members, supporters, parents and friends are occasionally
included in publicity activities such as newsletters, brochures, website postings and other presentations.
To guarantee personal privacy and ensure your agreement to participate, GFS/LA asks that you sign this
form.
Agreement
I hereby authorize GFS/LA to use my and my child’s photos, artwork, verbal statements, written work
and portraits (video or still) for the purpose of GFS/LA presentations, public relations, publicity,
promotion and instruction.
With respect to publication on GFS/LA Web pages, GFS/LA agrees that:
 Individuals under the age of 18 will not be identified by personal details such as name or name
of home parish.
 GFS/LA will promptly comply with any request by the undersigned to remove any photograph or
text featuring his/her child.
 No other personal information relating to a member or minor will be published.
In signing this agreement, I understand, acknowledge and agree that:
 No monetary or other consideration shall be due or owing in connection with this agreement or
any use authorized herby;
 GFS/LA will be entitled to use the foregoing materials in subsequent years;
 This agreement may be terminated at any time with written notice.
Print all information clearly
Name of Parent_______________________
List children relevant to this agreement:
Name________________________________
Name________________________________
Name________________________________
Name________________________________
I consent to the above agreement.
Parent signature__________________________
OR
I do not consent to the above agreement, with the understanding that my children will not be
included in any publications or media referred to in this document.
Parent signature__________________________
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GFS Vest Size Chart
GFS Vests are made of white poly/cotton poplin and lined in lightweight navy poly/cotton
broadcloth. The GFS logo is embroidered on the right side. The price per vest is $20.

Size Chart
Girls

Small
Size
Height
Chest
Hip

7/8
50-54
26-27
27-29

Medium
10/12
55-58
28-30
30-32

Large
14/16
59-62
31-33
33-36

Teens and Adults

Small
Size
Bust
Hip

6-8
34-35
36.5-37.5

Medium
10-12
36-37.5
38.5-40

Large
14-16
39-40.5
41.5-43

XL
18-20
42.5-44.5
45-47

XXL

XXXL

20W-22W
47-49
50-52

24W-26W
51-53
54-56.5

How to measure
Chest/Bust – Bring measuring tape around the body, under each arm and over the shoulder
blades to measure the largest part of the chest/bust.
Hips – Measure around the fullest part of the seat while standing. Hold measuring tape firmly,
but not tight.
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Welcome to GFS
Your daughter has decided to join GFS! She is going to have a great time at church with her leader
and other girls.
What will she do?
 Attend fun meetings with church friends.
 Work together on projects that help the others.
 Earn badges for her vest by completing the study
guides - reading the Bible and other stories, talking
about what the stories mean, doing crafts and
participating in games and drama activities. She will
wear her vest proudly at GFS events.
 Meet girls from other churches by attending diocesan
GFS events such as Rally Day, the Summer Beach Party and GFS Camp.
Introduction to Girls Friendly Society
Girls Friendly Society is a parish based fellowship for girls, ages 5-21. It is affiliated with the Episcopal
Church and the Anglican Communion. This society was originally founded in England in 1876 to support
the needs of young girls who had left their homes in rural areas to work in city factories. GFS was
founded in the United States in 1877.
Description of GFS and the Badge Program
Today, GFS is designed to meet the needs of the girls in our congregations. The meetings usually take
place twice a month at a time the leader and girls choose. At the meetings, the group may spend their
time in any way they choose that creates fellowship and supports the GFS motto “Bear Ye One Another’s
Burdens and so Fulfill the Law of Christ.” The badge curriculum is helpful because it gives structure to the
purpose of GFS and provides many ideas for leaders that are practical to do and fun for the girls.
Installation Service for New Members
A new member is installed into GFS after she has attended four meetings and is familiar with the GFS
motto and prayer. The GFS admission service is found in the Leader’s Handbook. At the service, which is
conducted by the priest or a lay reader, the girls receive their GFS pin, the GFS badge and a Membership
Card.
Earning Badges
Badges are earned by completing the requirements listed in each study guide. Leaders are encouraged
to select the activities that work best for the girls in the group. Remember, the study guides are only
part of the GFS program. It is important that GFS includes other types of fun and enriching activities,
service projects for the community, and worship.
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Notebooks
Each girl should have a notebook to keep her work in. This notebook will contain her study guides
and any additional work done. The branch leader should help the girls keep their notebooks
organized so they can be reviewed by the branch advisor or diocesan board if necessary. The
notebook also becomes a memento of the girls’ work that they often save into adulthood.
Awarding the Badges
At the end of the year, the branch leader determines which badges each girl has earned. The badges are
ordered from the diocesan board. These badges should be presented to the girls in a special way. They
can be announced and awarded as part of a Sunday service or in a separate awards service
Uniform
The GFS uniform is a white vest with blue lining. The ready-to-wear vests and sewing pattern are
available from the diocesan board. It is a hip length, loose fit style. The badges are sewn on the vests. A
white blouse and navy skirt can also be worn as part of the uniform.

GFS Pin

Blue and green
level badges

More pins
Red and
purple
level
badges
Anniversary
badges
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A History of GFS in England and America
Life for girls in the 1870s
GFS history dates back to the 1870’s, an age that seems to
have little connection with our own times. Yet, it too was a day
of new things. Steam power for travel on land and sea was still
a matter of wonder. It turned the wheels of the new spinning
and weaving mills springing up everywhere. The Industrial
Revolution had begun.
It was also a new age for girls and women in England
and America. They began pouring into the manufacturing
Girl at work in textile mill
towns to work in the factories or to serve in homes of wealthy
industrialists. Some girls came with their families, but many of
them arrived alone. The work was drudgery, yet for some girls it offered independence -- and a
chance to go out into the world and “do something”. We, who may take for granted the idea of
working at all sorts of jobs, can scarcely realize the stir caused by these pioneer girls of the
1870s. The girls often found, however, enjoyment of their “freedom” limited. They worked long
hard hours and were lonely and without friends. They had no appropriate social outlets for their
free time.
Mrs. Mary Townsend, an English woman, sees a need for GFS
In England, Mary Elizabeth Townsend, a young married woman,
watched this change with concern. She herself was a pioneer.
Vivacious, talented -- she painted and sculpted well, and was a gifted
musician -- she was alert to the new movements of her day. When her
husband was a candidate for Parliament, she campaigned with him and
proved to be the better speaker of the two, at a time many people
considered it improper for women to speak in public.
Mary Townsend was not a social reformer in the usual sense.
But as founder of the GFS, she was one of the people who helped
change the conditions of the 19th century to those we enjoy today.
Mary Townsend

Mary Townsend founds the first women’s organization in the Church of England in 1875
Living in the country and working with a rescue organization in
the Diocese of Winchester, Mrs. Townsend saw the challenges of girls
who left their country homes to become servants in large town
households. The girls were cut off from their families more completely
than we can understand; they were uneducated and inexperienced, and
they were lonely. Mrs. Townsend thought it would make all the
difference in their lives if they knew of someone on whose friendship
and knowledge they could call on at need. A woman of keen and
House servants,
thorough mind, she outlined a plan and then considered her idea for
late 1800’s
two years, until 1875, in order to make sure her idea was practical. She
proposed her idea to the Archbishop of Canterbury, her own rector and three women.
On January 1, 1875, the Girls’ Friendly Society was founded. The first girl’s or women’s
organization in the Church of England, its purpose was to provide girls with friendship and
recreation, bound in a fellowship of Christian love and service.
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Miss Elizabeth Mason Edson, an American woman reads about GFS
In America women’s lives were also changing. Quiet New
England villages were transformed almost overnight into industrial
centers where the blast of the mill’s whistle marked the time of day for
thousands of people. Lowell, Massachusetts was such a town and the home
of Elizabeth Mason Edson. Her father was the rector of St. Anne’s Church.
Elizabeth was doing what she could to make her Sunday School class a
center of friendship for the girls. She felt deep concern about the girls’
working conditions in the Lowell mills.
Elizabeth Mason
Edson

Miss Edson founds GFS in America in 1877
Elizabeth read an article in an English magazine, “The
Packet”, about the newly formed Girls’ Friendly Society. She
realized the potentialities of GFS for American girls and
women. She wrote to England for more information.
Elizabeth lived in Lowell, Massachusetts, known as the
birthplace of the American Industrial Revolution and the first
true American factory town. Girls were recruited from all over
New England to work in the textile mills in Lowell. They lived
in boarding houses. Elizabeth saw the potential for GFS to
serve these girls.
In 1877, Elizabeth Mason Edson began a GFS
branch. The nucleus of the branch was her Sunday School
class, but it included other girls from all over Lowell
Massachusetts.

Girls Friendly Society Window
at St. Anne’s Parish, Lowell
Massachusetts

GFS defined itself as “a week-day group work organization within the Protestant
Episcopal Church, whose members accept the Christian faith and seek -- in the fellowship of
worship, study, work and play -- to serve God and extend His Kingdom”. In 1879, the
Massachusetts diocesan organization served as the center for national activities. Four years
later the GFS signed a treaty granting the use of its name and emblem to the Girls’ Friendly
Society in America (GFSA). The Central Organization of the GFSA, established in 1886,
provided a true national organization. GFS started publication of magazines in 1888. A
constitution adopted in 1893 was later amended in 1917; the organization incorporated in 1895.
GFS is active in social programs for immigrants and laborers
During its early years, GFSA established homes and centers for
young workingwomen. Through close ties with the Chaplain of the Port
of New York, immigrant women arriving in America received job and
housing assistance. GFSA assisted in forming the Traveler’s Aid
Society in 1887 and began making systematic reports to the General
Convention of the Episcopal Church in 1895.

Early Red Cross Ambulance

Between 1900 and 1920, GFSA sought protective legislation for
girls, worked for labor reform, and provided a number of war related services including raising
thousands of dollars for Red Cross ambulances. In 1920, the National Council named GFSA
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one of the Cooperating Agencies of the Episcopal Church.
In the mid-1920s, GFSA changed its name to The Girls’ Friendly Society of the United
States of America (GFS/USA) and reincorporated in 1929. In the years that followed,
GFS/USA became involved with refugee aid, issues involving women and industry, and
armament limitations.
Changes to the structure of GFS
In 1948, a revision of the GFS Constitution limited GFS
membership to those girls and young women between the ages of 7 and
21. As a result, some women over the age of 2I formed a separate
organization known as the Sponsors of the Girls’ Friendly Society in the
United States of America.
GFS/USA became an official observer at the United Nations in
1953. During the same year, GFS/USA opened national offices in New
York City. GFS/USA joined the newly formed GFS World Council in
1955. The World Council, which meets every three
years, was formed to promote fellowship between the member countries
by the exchange of information and ideas, to promote world assemblies
and camps and to encourage visits and correspondence between
members.

GFS poster, 1955

The Summer Opportunities Program began in 1955; members who participated in the program
spent their summer working in the Mission Fields of the Church.
More Changes to GFS Structure
In the mid-sixties, there was a movement within the national church to
question the need for and value of individual organizations such as GFS, ECW
other guilds, within the church. This resulted in extensive cutbacks in the national
program due to lack of funds. The constitution and bylaws were suspended in
1966, eliminating the operation of GFS/USA as a national organization. The Society’s capital
assets were transferred to the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Fund of the Protestant
Episcopal Church. A GFS Trust Fund, to be managed by the new GFS Board of Directors, was
established. The National Office of GFS/USA closed on December 31, 1966. The Christian
Education Department of the Executive Council of the Episcopal Church assumed responsibility
for the national program. Many diocesan and branch programs continued to operate as before,
but others simply collapsed without the link to a national office.
GFS re-organizes
An Ad-Hoc Committee, later named the National Coordinating Board, formed in 1967.
This board, consisting of diocesan presidents and key persons, served as a communications
link between the organized diocesan structures and remote branches of the Society. The
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USA delegation to World Council

determination and dedication of this committee
resulted in the unification of the National Board
of Directors and the National coordinating Board
as one Executive and Legislative Board of GFS/USA.
On March 31, 1979, a Declaration of Unification was
signed containing the same definition of GFS as in
1877. This act re-established GFS/USA National
Assembly and made it possible for the organization to
once again participate in the international GFS World
Council.

At the ECW Triennial meeting in 1985, GFS/USA was seated as an associate
organization with two voting delegates. The 1986 National Assembly adopted a resolution
opposing apartheid, an action reminiscent of GFS opposition to racism in 1890.
GFS in the new millennium
In 2002, GFS/USA celebrated 125 years of GFS in the
United States. Celebrations were held in Philadelphia and in
Los Angeles on the same day, with over 400 women and girls
in attendance. In 2005, USA hosted the GFS World Council in
Villanova, Pennsylvania and in 2008, GFS/USA sent
representatives to the GFS World Council in Seoul, South
Korea.
Today GFS diocesan and branch programs are meeting new
challenges and continuing, through both tradition and change,
to meet the needs of GFS members.
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World Council attendees in Seoul,
South Korea, August 2008
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